
Outside Body Appointee Response Received? 
 

Barnstaple BID 
 

Cllr Bradford (substitute 
Cllr Webber) 

Yes, but report N/A. 

Barnstaple and District 
Chamber of Commerce 
 

Cllr Barker No 

Barnstaple Town Centre 
Management 
 

Cllr Barker and Luggar No report received. 
 

Barnstaple Youth House 
  

Cllr R. Cann No report received. 

Braunton Marsh Internal 
Drainage Board 
 

Cllrs Chesters, Bonds 
and R. Cann 

Yes. 

Chulmleigh Town Hall 
Committee 
 

Cllr Croft Yes. 

Citizen’s Advice Bureau 
(Torridge, North Devon, Mid 
Devon and Bude) 
 

Cllr Tucker Yes. Emailed to all 
Councillors. 

Combe Martin Tourism 
Association 
 

Cllr Lovering No report received. 

CPRE 
 

Cllr Luggar No report received. 

Devon and Cornwall Police 
Crime Panel 
 

Cllr Mathews Yes. 

Devon Districts Forum Cllr Brailey and Chief 
Executive 
 

No report received. 

Devon and Exeter Rail 
Project Working Party 
 

Cllrs Luggar and Flynn No report received. 
 
Councillor Flynn has not 
been able to attend any 
meetings over the 
previous year due to 
previous engagements. 

Devon Waste Reduction and 
Recycling Committee 
 

Cllr R. Cann No report received. 

  



Body Appointee Response Received? 
 

District Council’s Network 
Assembly 
 

Cllr Brailey No report received. 

Exmoor National Park 
Authority 
 

Cllrs Ley and Patrinos Yes. 

Go North Devon 
 

Cllr Luggar No report received. 

Ilfracombe and District 
Tourism Association 
 

Cllr Crabb No report received. 

LGA General Assembly 
 

Cllr Barker No report received. 

LGA Coastal Issues Group 
 

Cllr Wilkinson and Davis 
 

Yes. 
 

North Devon Against 
Domestic Abuse 

Cllr Roome No report received. 

Northern Devon Areas of 
Outstanding Natural Beauty 
 

Cllr R. Cann No report received. 

Northern Devon Growth 
Board 
 

Cllr Barker No report received. 

North Devon Archaeological 
Society 
 

Cllr Bradford Yes. 

North Devon Athenaeum 
 

Cllr Hunt No report received. 

North Devon County Locality 
Committee 
 

Cllrs Lane and Chesters No report received. 

North Devon Highways and 
Transport Orders Committee 
 

Cllrs Chesters and Lane  No report received. 

North Devon Voluntary 
Services 
 

Cllr J. Cann Yes. 

  



Body Appointee Response Received? 
 

Safer North Devon 
Community Safety 
Partnership Board 
 

Cllr Gubb Yes. 

South West Provincial 
Council for Local Authority 
Services 
 

Cllr Yabsley No report received. 

Woolacombe and Mortehoe 
Tourism Association 

Cllr Wilkinson Yes. 
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NORTH DEVON COUNCIL 

 

REPORT TO: NORTH DEVON COUNCIL 

Date: 13/03/19 

OUTSIDE BODY: BRAUNTON MARSH DRAINAGE REPORT 

REPORT BY: Councillor CHESTERS 

 
 
Usually we meet every other month but over the last year we have met 
monthly as we have had to replace a well worn pair of gates that keep salt 
water out of the channels that take fresh water to the cattle grazing there. The 
gates are known as the Great Sluice, and are classed as a listed building. I 
attend all the meetings as I am the Chairman of the Board. 
 
The Purpose of the Board is to maintain the water levels in the channels. 
 
As the Council promote tourism, I believe this is a winner. The Marshes are 
visited by locals and tourist all year round. Approx 120,000 – 140,000 visitors 
use the area for walking, playing on the beach which is on one side of the 
marshes, and looking at the fauna and flora on the site. 
 
We have  managed to replace the Great Sluice and carried out other works to 
maintain the area. This has involved a Planning Application, listed building 
consent, working with another Consortium using their expertise, engaging a 
contractor, and making sure the work was carried out appropriately. The gates 
had to be made in Holland as there is no company capable of doing the work 
in England. 
 
Our next task is to establish a long term maintenance programme to protect 
the Marshes and keep houses and the area safe, especially since Horsey 
Island has breached. Again we will have to use outside bodies to help in 
drawing up a WAP (Water level management programme) as well as a BAP 
(Biodiversity Action Plan), there are essential documents. 
 
I think our smaller group has more chance of moving things forward, rather 
than more people and it becoming a talking shop. I would welcome anyone 
with expertise in drawing up the BAP and WAP, so if there is anyone out there 
please let me know. 
 
The Braunton Marshes Drainage Board is one of the most effective groups I 
serve on, I learn something every time I walk there, it’s a joy to watch 7 
cygnets following their mum and dad swimming down a channel or to see a 
Kingfisher, absolutely marvellous. If you have never been there do try to get 



there but there is a £2 charge to take your car on the Marshes, but you can 
spend the whole day there without realising that the hours are going by. 
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REPORT TO: NORTH DEVON COUNCIL 

Date: 13/03/19 

OUTSIDE BODY: CHULMLEIGH TOWN HALL REPORT 

REPORT BY: Councillor CROFT 

 
 
ACTIVITY  
 
The CTHC has met four times in the last 12 months including their AGM in 
July 2018. I attended all the meetings and hold copies of their Annual 
Accounts, Public Liability Insurance certificate and Charity Registration 
document. Two of the committee members have unfortunately resigned for 
family reasons, but all others see each other informally on a weekly basis. 
Anything requiring attention is immediately acted upon.  
 
CTHC continues to provide a convenient, central and inexpensive venue 
which Charities, clubs, groups and other local organisations continue to make 
full use of. Over several decades this has become a key venue where local 
organisations encompassing all ages come together to raise awareness and 
funds for their activities. In addition, the Town Hall is hired for other events; 
some on a weekly basis throughout the year, others monthly (such as the 
Parish Council) and some annually.  
 
The Saturday Coffee Mornings remain as popular as ever! There is nowhere 
better than Saturday morning at CTH to find out what is happening locally - 
and to circulate important news. They are attended by hundreds of people – 
with 2019 being fully booked and bookings in place already for part of 2020.  
 
Largely because of its town centre position the hall is booked for a wide 
variety of organisations for fund raising coffee mornings. All fifty-two 
Saturdays are always booked, (and we have an extensive waiting list) and we 
are able to infill during weekdays. Not only as this an exceptional way to raise 
money, but also given members of the local and surrounding communities the 
opportunity to meet and socialise. The Saturday influx of people also supports 
our local businesses.  
 
In addition, the Hall is used on week days for meetings of the Parish Council, 
by the local churches for funeral teas, local hospital groups, Macmillan 
Nurses, weekly Whist Drive, weekly Yoga classes, weekly Keep-Fit, Slimming 
and Pilates classes, business meetings, children’s parties plus the occasional 
Art or Craft Exhibition. It is the established venue for a variety of events during 
Chulmleigh Old Fair Week in July - an annual event that has taken place in 



the town and surrounding area since the Royal Charter was granted way back 
in 1253. 
 
CTH continue to provide the ground-level venue for a series of winter Soup 
Kitchens during the colder months, Sunday Lunch Club for those living alone, 
Lent lunches, and the hugely successful Pancake Day on Shrove Tuesday.  
 
Involvement with CTHC is not only beneficial to NDC - it is probably essential. 
It is invaluable in fostering good communication with the people of Chulmleigh 
and ensures accurate information about NDC reaches everyone in a friendly 
and informal way. Chulmleigh faces the same financial difficulties as other 
areas and wants to understand what NDC can and cannot do to help them 
generally. NDC use the CTH facility for their own information displays, such 
as Elections, the Local Plan and planning consultations.  
 
For the past few years the Police no longer have the man-power hold a 
regular surgery in the Hall, but a PSO calls in at many coffee mornings 
instead.  
 
Chulmleigh Town Hall is very much involved in the Remembrance Service 
every November, with almost all the local people gathering outside in The 
Square and the Last Post being played from the Town Hall.  
 
ACHIEVEMENTS  
 
The carved slate wall stone advertising the town hall and its origins is finally in 
place to the delight of local people.  
 
Installation of de-humidifiers has been completed and this has meant 
considerable loss of condensation and damp curtains etc. We are amazed at 
how much water was circulation in the air of this old building – but now 
delighted to have found an acceptable solution to the excessive dampness 
and more than pleased that water no longer runs down inside the windows.  
 
THE FUTURE  
 
NDDC requested the use of Chulmleigh Town Hall to be used as an 
emergency safe space/rest centre for up to 30 persons if a temporary crisis 
arose. North Devon Council are responsible for sourcing and resourcing small 
rest centres in the event of a local emergency necessitating evacuation of 
some of the local community. In order to compliment the North Devon Council 
Major Incident plan, they wish to establish a network of small rest centres in 
this area. Chulmleigh Town Hall appears ideally placed in the unlikely event 
the plan should be instigated to support the local community.  
 
CTHC remains effective in meeting its aims and the variable needs of the 
local community. The town would be lost without its Hall – CTHC ensure that 
this asset remains available to all. Last year we reported on-going problems of 
vandalism to the internal town hall toilets. TCTH committee have now 



introduced a key system which seems to be working well and there have been 
no vandalism incidents for almost a year.  
 
A caretaker has been appointed to work just 2 hours daily. This means the 
hall is always spick & span for incoming users and visitors – it helps deter 
potential ‘wreckers’ too.  
 
I do not think a further appointment of a NDC Member is necessary. This is a 
hard working committee with often differing views but with a common aim - to 
provide for the local needs of Chulmleigh and the surrounding area. It works 
very well as it is.  
 
OTHER  
 
This building is of paramount importance to Chulmleigh. There is no other 
place within the town centre to accommodate the events and the large 
number of people who cram into it - both downstairs and upstairs rooms. The 
numbers of very elderly people in Chulmleigh seem to be increasing – we are 
recorded as having the largest population of people over 82 years of age in 
North Devon. Since the stair-lift was installed it is less difficult for the elderly to 
join events in the upstairs hall and side room - but as their ages increase they 
are less able to manage.  
The Hall doesn't have a day off! It is in constant use as shown above and 
remains the most important meeting place in Chulmleigh. It is old, solid and 
unglamorous - but that doesn’t seem to matter. It serves its purpose well and 
the people love it!!  
 
NOTE: Just some of the organisations who use and support the Hall.  
 
BRAINchild-inform,  
Devon Air Ambulance,  
Children’s Hospice South West,  
North Devon Hospice,  
Chulmleigh Air Cadets,  
Chulmleigh Cricket Club,  
Chulmleigh Fire Service,  
Chulmleigh Old Fair,  
Chulmleigh Old Fair – choosing the Queen,  
DART - Devon Ambulance Response Team , Freewheelers Blood 
Transfusion Bikers,  
Chulmleigh Badminton Club,  
Chulmleigh Table Tennis,  
Chulmleigh PTA,  
South Molton Hospital League of Friends, Chawleigh WI,  
Chulmleigh WI,  
St Mary Magdalene - The Parish Church,  
Friends of Chulmleigh Church.  
Chulmleigh Congregational Church, Chulmleigh Methodist Church,  
Cheldon Church,  
Wembworthy Church,  



Kidney Research UK, 
Chulmleigh Garden Society,  
Chulmleigh Floral Art,  
Chulmleigh Playing Fields,  
Chulmleigh Brownies and Guides, Chulmleigh Primary School,  
Soul Survivor,  
Alzheimer’s and Dementia Support,  
PAWAN School of Pakistan,  
PROSTATE cancer UK,  
Chulmleigh Voluntary Car Service, Chulmleigh Scouts,  
Chemotherapy North Devon Hospital,  
The Royal British Legion,  
Chulmleigh Recreational Association, Chulmleigh Football Club,  
Chulmleigh Young Farmers,  
North Devon District Hospital League of Friends,  
North Dartmoor Search & Rescue. 
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NORTH DEVON COUNCIL 

 

REPORT TO: NORTH DEVON COUNCIL 

Date: 13/03/19 

OUTSIDE BODY: DEVON AND CORNWALL POLICE CRIME 
PANEL 

REPORT BY: Councillor MATHEWS 

 
The Committee meets 4 times a year in Plymouth and more if necessary. 
I have attended all meetings this year but if not available the  Vice Chair of the 
Crime and Disorder Committee will attend in my place, North  Devon is 
always represented.  
 
The job of the Panel is to Scrutinise the work of the Police and Crime 
Commissioner as laid down under the Police and Social Reform Act of 
2011.  She cannot interfere, or the Panel, in Police operations. 
 
 
I believe the Panel contributes to making North Devon a Safer place to live 
and contributes to their well-being. 
 
I believe that by giving support to the Chef Constable and the Commissioner 
we have helped in keeping this a low crime area. 
 
I believe that North Devon should always be represented on the Panel 
 
The panel played its full part in supporting the Commissioner in her decision 
not to support the amalgamation of the Devon/Cornwall Constabulary with the 
Dorset Constabulary which was not in the interest of the people of Devon and 
Cornwall. 
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REPORT TO: NORTH DEVON COUNCIL 

Date: 13/03/19 

OUTSIDE BODY: EXMOOR NATIONAL PARK 

REPORT BY: Councillor LEY 

 
Activity 
 
The Exmoor National Park Authority meets on the first Tuesday of every 
month (all day), plus extra meetings foe what Members are specifically 
interested in and some planning site visits. Personal attendance is 
approximately 95%. 
 
Purpose 
 
The same objectives as North Devon Council plus preserving the landscape 
in line with government requirement for National Parks. 
 
Achievements 
 
Carried out their statutory duties in line with DEFA’s eight point direction for 
National Parks. 
 
The Future 
 
If Exmoor National Park doesn’t achieve its aim, it doesn’t receive its annual 
Government grant and I see no chance of that happening.  
 
North Devon Council appointment of two Members if for a four year term. In 
the future no appointments would leave 30% of the National Park in North 
Devon unrepresented. 
 
Other 
 
Exmoor National Park is one of the authorities applying for a joint Devon and 
Somerset devolution bid to Government along with North Devon Council. 
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REPORT TO: NORTH DEVON COUNCIL 

Date: 13/03/19 

OUTSIDE BODY: LOCAL GOVERNMENT ASSOCIATION COASTAL 
ISSUES GROUP 

REPORT BY: Councillor WILKINSON 

 
Activity 
 
The group meets 4 times a year. Three of the meetings are held in London at 
LGA House and the AGM is hosted by one of the member councils. In 2018 I 
attended all three of the London meetings but not the AGM. There are over 70 
member authorities in the group representing the entire coast of England. A 
strong recruitment drive in 2018 saw several new authorities join the group 
which now represents nearly all of the coastal counties and districts. Included 
in this group from 2019 is Torridge District Council 
 
Purpose 
 
This group’s principal aim is to establish improved governance, management 
and community wellbeing to ensure that the UK has the best managed coast 
in Europe, and to identify appropriate and sustainable funding strategies to 
support this. It also works towards achieving the recognition that England’s 
coast deserves in policy and decision making and promoting the important 
role of local government. 
 
Achievements 
 
In 2018 there was an approach from a House of Lords Select Committee for 
contributions towards a white paper regarding regeneration of coastal 
communities and towns. I met with one of our officers, Dominie Dunbrook, 
and we drafted a response from North Devon Council which was then 
delivered at another meeting in Westminster. We both attended this meeting 
and are awaiting the publication of the said document. 
 
The future 
 
Last year I discussed the following items with the relevant N,Devon Council 
officers 
 
THE GOVERNMENT 25 YEAR ENVIRONMENT PLAN 



The government recently outlined its 25 Environment Plan and there are 
several sections that we need to pay attention to regarding the coast. 

 Planning within flood plain issues. 

 Planning for an ageing population (most relevant in a coastal 
environment which attracts a greater retirement age group. 

 The Coastal Concordat (all coastal authorities should be signed up by 
2020) 
 

BATHING WATER QUALITY 
 
In 2018 two of our designated bathing beaches were awarded the “poor” 
rating for the bathing water quality test and whilst there are obvious reasons 
for this at Wildersmouth, there should be genuine concern about the effect 
upon tourism at Combe Martin. It should be noted that there were only 5 other 
“poor” awards in the country! 
  
AFFORDABLE HOUSING IN COASTAL AREAS 
 
The differential in housing values and the lack of available building sites in 
coastal and urban conurbations makes delivering affordable housing a real 
problem. I am very keen to see this problem addressed in order to protect the 
rural coastal communities. 
  
I therefore thoroughly recommend the continuance of North Devon Council’s 
membership of this group. 
 
Other 
 
I have found that working with members and officers from other authorities 
has enabled me to gain a far greater insight into the problems experienced by 
our coastline and has also enabled me to have a better understanding of how 
to develop strategies to overcome them. I have found it particularly valuable 
networking with our Devon County and Cornwall colleagues and frequently 
liaise with them on coastal matters. 
You may be aware that there are already a few coastal partnerships that 
exist around the country. The Coastal SIG will be reviewing lessons learned 
from these partnerships and will share the knowledge that will help other local 
authorities to plan their own way forwards. 
I would like to see further local meetings of the “Surf Coast” Coastal 
Communities Group. The opportunities to see through some long awaited 
projects are immense and will benefit both the tourist industry and also the 
residential population of our coastal villages.  
 
Unfortunately the application for designation of the coastal strip from 
Lynmouth to Saunton as a World Surfing Reserve was not successful but it 
has been suggested that a further application could well achieve this aim. This 
would open the door for grant awards as well as provide really good publicity 
of our wonderful coastline. 
 
 



Additional email response: 
From Councillor Davis 
 
Dear Glynne, 
 
Cllr Wilkinson and I agreed some years ago to improve efficiency and reduce 
cost to the North Devon taxpayer, that he would attend the meetings and I 
would go if he was unavailable. 
 
Thanks to his commitment I have not attended any meetings, Malcolm will I’m 
sure on his return from annual leave be very happy to provide the information 
requested. 
 
I would be grateful if in the report to full Council our commitment to working 
together and efficiency could be shared by using this email as my response 
you your request. 
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REPORT TO: NORTH DEVON COUNCIL 

Date: 13/03/19 

OUTSIDE BODY: NORTH DEVON ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY 

REPORT BY: Councillor BRADFORD 

 
 
I continue to receive regular updates from NDAS, and always impressed with 
the efforts of this excellent organisation. Unable to attend meetings due to 
other commitments. 
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REPORT TO: NORTH DEVON COUNCIL 

Date: 13/03/19 

OUTSIDE BODY: NORTH DEVON AND TORRIDGE COMMUNITY 

SAFETY PARTNERSHIP 

REPORT BY: Councillor GUBB 

 

Activity 
 
To represent North Devon Council on the Statutory Board of The North Devon 
and Torridge Community Safety Partnership (CSP) 
Purpose 
 
To reduce crime, fear of crime for those who live, work and visit our area 
Community Safety is a statutory function for district councils. 
 
Achievements 
 
The Community Safety Partnership have continued to present briefings to 
increase understanding of themes emerging in the community.  Over the last 
year there have been sessions about County Lines (drug supply), Dementia, 
Illegal Money Lending and Cybercrime.  These sessions have been attended 
by employees from both statutory CSP partners, and from the voluntary 
sector. 
 
The partnership continues to support the Northern Devon Community 
Mediation who provide a way of offering solutions to disputes between 
neighbours. 
 
The Junior Lifeskills event was held at the Barnstaple Rugby Club in June 
2018 and attended by over 600 local children from across North Devon and 
Torridge. 
 
The issue of homelessness and anti-social behaviour in Barnstaple is being 
addressed through daily Police and Council patrols.  A campaign has been 
developed, to be launched in March 2019, to inform the community of support 
services available. 
 
A multi-agency group has been brought together to address road safety in 
North Devon with representatives from North Devon Council, Devon County 



Council, Police and Fire Service among others.  The group has formulated 
plans for a publicity campaign in conjunction with a local haulier to highlight 
the issue of dangerous driving on their lorries.   
 
The Street Marshal scheme continues to operate at Fever Nightclub, 
Barnstaple and is 50% funded by The Community Safety Partnership.  The 
scheme increases safety for those in the night time economy by employing 
doormen for an extra hour following the closure of the club. 
 
The partnership have contributed to the development of the Preventing 
Exploitation Toolkit  This online resource, to be launched this month, aims to 
equip professionals with knowledge of help available to vulnerable people and 
provides a route to submit intelligence about those who may be exploiting 
others. 
 
THE FUTURE 
 
The aforementioned bitesize briefings will continue throughout next year and 
will include such subjects as radicalisation and domestic abuse. 
In April 2019 The CSPs action plan will be refreshed, following consideration 
of any issues raised by the Safer Devon Strategic Assessment. 
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REPORT TO: NORTH DEVON COUNCIL 

Date: 13/03/19 

OUTSIDE BODY: NORTH DEVON VOLUNTARY SERVICES 

REPORT BY: Councillor J. CANN 

 
Activity 
 
The Board of Trustees held 4 meetings during the last 12 months. I was able 
to attend 3 of these meetings. 
 
Purpose 
 
To support voluntary and community groups and individuals in their 
development, enabling them to recruit and retain volunteers, find funding 
sources and write applications, ensure they are operating with appropriate 
policies and procedures and are responsive to the needs of their 
communities. 
 
This Council's involvement in the supporting of NDVS assists and improves 
the lives and prospects of those that live and work in the area.  It creates and 
protects a resilient North Devon. 
 
Achievements 
 
Supported projects;- One Ilfracombe, One Barnstaple, North Devon Homes - 
Mental Health Project, Braunton - Live Well Project and Combe Martin - 
Memory Cafe. 
 
Community Health and Social Care Teams - NDVS is still able to provide an 
employed Co-ordinator to oversee the voluntary representatives  who support 
these teams. The aim being to continue supporting people who are unable to 
leave their home, giving welfare and advice in completing forms etc. 
 
Devon Community Car Forum - NDVS continue to host and support this group 
 
These mentioned above are just a few of the diverse groups that have been 
supported by NDVS during the past 12 months. 
 
An award evening was held to celebrate the volunteers within our community - 
this was a very successful event and NDVS along with their Chief Officer and 
team worked extremely hard to facilitate this event. 
 
The Future 



I believe that this body effectively meets the aims and objectives;- showing 
commitment in the promoting of good practice and the enhancement of the 
voluntary sector. 
 
The Board wish to express their gratitude to North Devon Council for 
their financial support and hopes it will continue. 
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REPORT TO: NORTH DEVON COUNCIL 

Date: 13/03/19 

OUTSIDE BODY: WOOLACOMBE & MORTEHOE TOURISM 
ASSOCIATION 

REPORT BY: Councillor WILKINSON 

 
Activity 
 
This group meets approximately 6 times a year. I attended 5 meetings in 2018 
 
Purpose 
 
The intention of the organisation is to promote Tourism in Mortehoe, 
Woolacombe & Croyde. This falls in line with N.Devon Council and North 
Devon + priorities for tourism. 
 
Achievement 
 
This TIC, unlike many others in North Devon, is flourishing with a strong 
membership and the production of an excellent guide and website. 
Recognition has been made of the changing face of advertising and the 
rapidly increasing use of the website compared to the guide. A new website 
was launched and is proving a vital tool for promoting tourism in the villages 
The recent involvement of the National Trust in the TIC has proved very 
successful and there are moves to extend this liaison. 2018 saw the 
introduction of a tramper vehicle based at Woolacombe. This allows the less 
abled to experience the amazing coastal viewsalong our shoreline. I am also 
working with both the National Trust and Mortehoe Parish Council to provide 
better less abled access within the parish. 
 
The AGM held last week was attended by over 30 members. 
 
The future 
 
I represent the Parish on the “Plastic Free North Devon” campaign and the 
importance of local businesses signing up to this initiative. There has been a 
fantastic response from local businesses with over 30 signing up to the 
scheme. 
 
It is essential that a further appointment is made in order to continue the 
working partnership between the council and TIC’s.  
 
Other 



I am a representative of the District Council on this committee and although I 
take part in discussion and debate I do not have a vote. 
 


